STATE OF LOUISIANA
TOWN OF SIBLEY
ORDINANCE NO. 138

AN ORDINANCE CREATING AND ORGANIZING
THE SIBLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT,
DEFINING CERTAIN CRIMINAL OFFENSES
ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPERATION THEREOF,
AND SETTING FORTH THE PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATION THEREOF.,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Sibley,
Louisiana, meeting in regular session on March 11, 2008, that a department to be
hereafter known as the Sibley Volunteer Fire Department, the object of which shall be the
prevention of fire and the protection of life and property within the limits of the Town of
Sibley, is hereby created as follows:

SECTION I.
OFFICERS
101. The Department shall consist of a Chief, Assistant Chief, and Captains as

the Chief and governing body may deem necessary for the effective operation of the
Department.

102. The Chief shall be appointed by the governing body, on the
recommendation from the Fire Department members, for a 1 year period of time, and his
tenure of office shall depend upon his good conduct and efficiency. The Chief shall be
technically qualified by training and experience and shall have ability to command men
and hold their respect and confidence. He shall be removed only for Jjust cause and after
a hearing before the governing body.

103. The Chief shall be held accountable for the Fire Department only, and chall
make written and verbal quarterly and year-end reports to the governing body. All other
Department and Company officers shall be accountable to the Chief only.

104. The Assistant Chief and Captains are elected by the Fire Department by
vote. Such officers shall be accountable only to the Chief, and subject to removal on the
recommendation of the members to the Chief.

SECTION II.
DUTIES OF THE CHIEF
201. The Chief shall formulate a set of rules and regulations to govern the
Department, and shall be responsible to the governing body for the personnel, morale and
general efficiency of the Department.




202. The Chief shall determine the number and kind of companies of which the

Department is to be composed and shall determine the response of such companies to
alarms.

203. The Chief shall conduct suitable weekly drills or instruction in the operation
and handling of equipment, first aid and rescue work salvage, a study of buildings in the
area of response, fire prevention, water supplies, and all other matters generally
considered essential to good firemanship and safety of life and property from fire. And

arrange for all firemen to receive training from an accredited fire training academy 6
times per year.

204. The Chief'is hereby required to assist the proper authorities in suppressing
the crime of arson by investigating or causing to be investigated the cause, origin, and
circumstances of all fires.

205. The Chiefis hereby empowered to enter any and all places of public
assemblage and their premises at any reasonable hour for the purpose of making
inspections and to serve written notice upon the owner or occupant to abate, within
specitied time, any and all fire hazards that may be found.

206. Any person so served with a notice to abate any fire hazard or hazards shall
comply therewith and promptly notify the Chief,

207. The Chief shall see that complete records are kept of all fires, inspections,
apparatus and minor equipment, personnel and other information about the work of the
Department.

208. The Chief shall report, quarterly, to the governing body the condition of the
apparatus and equipment; the number of fires during the quarter, their location and cause,
and date of same and loss occasioned thereby; the number of members responding to
each fire or other run, and any changes in membership.

209. The Chief shall make a complete annual report to the governing body at the
December Regular Session of the Board of Aldermen; the report should cover the period
of December 1% to November 30" Such report is to include the information specified in
Article 207, together with comparative data for previous years and recommendations for
improving the effectiveness of the Department. The Board shall also receive records of
attendance of the membership for the purpose of firefighter compensation, which will be
distributed annually in December of each year.

SECTION II1.

MEMBERSHIP
301. The membership of the Department shall consist of such persons as may be
appointed by the Chief, upon recommendation of the membership, and shall be able-
bodied citizens residing within the limits of the fire district, preferably property owners



whose business activities are normally within the confines of said district, and who have
telephones in their homes. Determination of whether candidates for appointment are
able-bodied shall be made by the Chief. Background checks shall be required before a
new member is voted into the Department.

302. Any member of the Department may be suspended or discharged from the
Department by the Chief at any time he may deem such action necessary for the good of
the Department. On written request of such member, to the general membership of the
Fire Department, he shall be given a hearing on the charges brought by the Chief.

303. All members shall adhere to a dress code established by the Sibley
Volunteer Fire Department.

SECTION IV.

EQUIPMENT
401. The Department shall be equipped with such apparatus and other equipment
as may be required from time to time to maintain its efficiency and properly protect life
and property from fire.

402. Recommendations of apparatus, apparatus housing, and equipment needed
shall be made by the Chief, and after approval by the governing body shall be purchased
in such manner as may be designated by the governing body.

403. All equipment of the Department shall be safely and conveniently housed in
such places as may be designated by the governing body. Such places shall be heated
during the winter season.

404. Suitable arrangement or equipment shall be provided for citizens to turn in
an alarm, and for notifying all members of the Department so that they may promptly
respond.

405. No person shall use any fire apparatus or equipment for any private purpose,
nor shall any person willfully and without proper authority take away or conceal any
article used in any way by the Department.

406. No person shall enter any place where fire apparatus is housed or handle any
apparatus or equipment belonging to the Department unless accompanied by, or having
the special permission, of, and officer or authorized member of the Department.

407. The Town of Sibley is hereby authorized to enter into agreements or
contracts with nearby incorporated communities or governing bodies of other
organizations to provide the members of such communities or organizations with fire
protection or to establish a mutual aid system.



408. No apparatus shall be hired out or permitted to leave the area of response
except in response to a call for aid at a fire in a neighboring community without the
consent of the Chief. The officer in charge of the Department shall have power to assign
equipment for response to a call for outside aid in accordance with Article 407, and in
other cases only when the absence of such equipment will not jeopardize protection in
this area of response.

SECTION V.

GENERAL
S01. Each member of the Department shall be issued a badge designating his
rank.

502. No person shall drive any vehicle over fire hose except upon specific orders
from the Chief or other officer in charge where the hose is used.

503. No person shall park any vehicle or otherwise cause any obstruction to be
placed within fifty (50) feet of the entrance to any fire station or other place where
apparatus is stored, or within ten (10) feet of any fire hydrant or cistern.

504. No unauthorized person with any vehicle shall follow within six hundred
(600) feet of any apparatus belonging to the Department, nor park any vehicle within
three hundred (300) feet of a fire.

505. No person shall maliciously turn in or cause to be turned in a false alarm.

SECTION VI.

ENFORCEMENT
601. Any person violating the provisions of Section II, Article 206; Section IV,
Articles 405 and 406; and Section V, Articles 502, 503,504, and 505, shall upon

conviction in any court, pay a fine of not less than $100.00 dollars or more than $500.00
Lundred dollars for each otfense.

602. All regularly appointed members of the Department are hereby given the
necessary special police powers for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this
ordinance.

603. It is hereby made the special duty of the Chief of Police and/or peace
officers who may be on duty and available for fire duty, to respond to all fire alarms and
assist the Department in the protection of life and property, in regulating traffic,
maintaining order, and in enforcing observance of all sections of this ordinance.

SECTION VII.

SPECIAL OFFICERS
701. The Department may elect a President, Vice-President, Secretary, and
Treasurer, to be known as Social Officers. Such officers may be elected in any manner



and for any term the membership may decide upon, and their duties shall be to arrange
for and manage any or all social functions sponsored by the Department.

702. The functions and duties of said Social Officers in no way shall interfere
with those of the regular Department officers who are charged with responsibility for all
fire service activities of the Department.

703. All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed.

This ordinance was introduced at the February 12, 2008 Regular Meeting, a
public hearing was held on March 1 1,2008. Upon a motion made by _Robert
Smart , seconded by Wayne Bolton , avote followed:

YEAS: 4 - W. Bolton, D. Chanler, R. Smart, J. Williams
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 - C. Heflin

This ordinance was adopted.
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Larryﬁ”ﬂ/[en‘itt, Mayor

Attest

. ﬁﬁfﬁmft/

v
Sherry McChnn, CMC, Town Clerk




ADOPTION RECORD

Proposed Ordinance Titled AN ORDINANCE CREATING AND ORGANIZING THE
SIBLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, DEFINING CERTAIN CRIMINAL
OFFENSES ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPERATION THEREOF L AND SETTING
FORTH THE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF was introduced at the
February 12, 2008 Regular Meeting.

Public Notice was advertised in the Minden Press Herald and posted on February 21,
2008.

A Public Hearing was held on March 11. 2008 at 6pm during the March 2008 Regular
Meeting held at the Sibley Town Hall Council Chambers.

A motion was made and seconded to adopt said ordinance on March 11, 2008 at 6pm
during the March 2008 Regular Meeting, held at the Sibley Town Hall Council
Chambers.

Delivered to the Mayor on  March 17,2008 - Received back from the Mayor
with signature on March 18, 2008.

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and exact record of the process of
adoption of Ordinance No. 138 and was enacted upon by the Sibley Town Council, Town
of Sibley, Parish of Webster, Louisiana.

Aby 2t I Gnu

Sherrg Médaﬁm, CMC, Town Clerk




